








While Peter Ward is regarded as a true Albion legend, his road to fame and
fortune actually started at today’s visitors, Burton Albion...

Lichfield-born, Ward attended school
in Derby but despite an eye for

goal in his formative years, he was
considered too small to become a
professional footballer and initially
found employment as an apprentice
engine-fitter with Rolls Royce.

“I had always played football, right
the way through school,” he recalls.
“"When | was coming up to leave |
remember the careers advisor asking
me what | wanted to do with my
life and me saying, ‘'l want to be a
footballer’. He said, "You've got no
chance Ward. You're too small”.”

Instead he played his football for
Borrowash Victoria in the Derby
Combination, but he quickly made a
name for himself in local circles and
stepped up to the Southern League
with nearby Burton Albion for the
1974/75 campaign.

His first-team chance came just a
month into the season, on Monday 2nd
September, when Brewers boss and
future Albion coach Ken Gutteridge
picked him for a Birmingham Senior
Cup tie at Tamworth.

Featuring alongside two former
England internationals, lan Storey-
Moore and Frank Wignall, it was Ward
who grabbed all the headlines by
securing himself a hat-trick in a 4-1
victory.

“I remember every goal,” recalls
Wardy. “The first one was a smash from
the top of the box, the second was
a quick free-kick — Frankie Wignall
put me through and | placed it in the
corner.

“The third one was a throw-in from
the left: | turned someone, cut inside
and went past two or three players
then stroked it in — brilliant.

“It was great: | was playing with two
internationals, and | couldn’t believe
how well it had gone.”

The following day, the headline in the
Burton Mail read, ‘Debut boy Pete hits
hat-trick as Albion rip Tamworth apart’.
Ward had certainly set the bar high and
continued to hit the heights, scoring 21
goals in 50 games, while helping the
Brewers to their highest ever league
finish.

With his obvious connections in the
East Midlands area, Albion boss Peter
Taylor had actually bid for Wardy in
late 1974, before landing his man the
following May.

While the prospect of turning
professional was a lifetime ambition
fulfilled, the striker admits it was a little
daunting to begin with.

“I didn't have to work for a living but
| was scared, going to Brighton. You

“l WENT TO BRIGHTON FOR FOUR-
AND-A-HALF THOUSAND POUNDS.
| DIDN'T DO BAD FOR THAT, DID 1?”

second-guess yourself — can | do it?”
he recalls.

“| met with Peter Taylor after Sue
[Ward's wife] and | had been on
honeymoon. It was just me and him
in his office — no agents, no lawyers.
Pete said, ‘this is the offer’ — it was
£50 a week — and | said ‘magic,
thank you — where do | sign?’ and
that was it.

"A few weeks later, Sue and | moved
down to Sussex to live in a club-owned
house at Rottingdean. It was lovely, a
big detached house overlooking the
sea. We shared it with two other new
signings, Phil Beal and Neil Martin —
they were great guys.

“We were only there three weeks and
because | couldn’t drive | would get a
lift in with Phil or Neil and sometimes
get the bus back.

" After that, we moved to another
house owned by the club. It was a nice
three-bedroom semi in Hangleton. We
were there for seven or eight months
— until | got into the first team. Then,
we bought our own place.”

While Wardy was earning rave
reviews in the reserves, he had to
wait until March 1976 to make his
senior debut, against promotion rivals
Hereford United.

It turned out to be a dream debut
for the 21-year-old; with his very first
touch he scored Albion’s goal in a
1-1 draw after just 50 seconds — and
with the Match of the Day cameras
in attendance to boot! He went on
to score six goals from eight games
as Albion narrowly missed out on
promotion, before taking the Third
Division by storm in 1976/77.

He topped the national scoring
charts with 36 league and cup goals,
breaking a record that had stood since
the 1930s.

Playing a leading role in the Seagulls’
rise to the First Division, he went on to
cement his legendary status by scoring
95 goals in 227 appearances for the
club. “Just think, | went to Brighton
for four-and-a-half thousand pounds. |
didn’t do bad for that, did 1?”

Indeed he didn't!

MULLERS
ON WARDY

At the level he played at, Wardy
was a genius. Many times 1'd have
him by the scruff of the neck for
not passing, then he'd pop up and
score a couple of goals. He was a
goalscoring machine.

I remember I'd put him up against
three defenders in training, with me
as his partner, and he'd still find a
way through. He had that ability,
that desire to score goals. Off the
pitch he was initially a very quiet
guy but that all changed after his
first full season when he started
banging in the goals. If he ever
got above his station though, |
was always there to give him a clip
round the earhole and bring him
down a peg or three.

He was a greedy little so and so
though. | remember our skipper,
Brian Horton, coming into my office
to have a moan about him not
passing in the box. “Brian, you've
scored 12 goals and seven of them
are penalties. Wardy's got 26 and
no pens...” And there was your
answer. You gave him that leeway
for what he gave you in return.

While | wouldn’t compare him
to the great Jimmy Greaves, they
did have similarities. They would
never close people down, or work
particularly hard for the team, but
they would always score goals and
when the team wasn't playing well,
still win the game for you. A bit like
a Roy of the Rovers character but a
real life one...

® Peter Ward's

book He Shot, He
Scored by Matthew
Horner, can be
purchased at www.
peterwardsoccer.
com. Mullers will be
back with his regular
column on Tuesday.




To buy tickets visit seagullstickets.com or call the Albion
booking line on 0844 327 1901. For group bookings
e-mail grouptickets@bhafc.co.uk. Calls to the booking line

are charged at 7p per minute plus your network access charge.

AT THE AMEX

Albion v Ipswich Town

Tuesday, February 14 | Kick-off 7.45pm
Sky Bet Championship

Match Category C

Albion v Reading

Saturday, February 25 | Kick-off 5.30pm
Sky Bet Championship

Match Category B

*Limited ticket availability for this fixture

Albion v Newcastle United
Tuesday, February 28 | Kick-off 7.45pm
Sky Bet Championship

Match Category A

*Limited ticket availability for this fixture

. Albion v Derby County
) Friday, 10th March | Kick-off 7.45pm

Sky Bet Championship
Match Category A

Albion v Blackburn Rovers
Saturday, 1st April | Kick-off 3.00pm
Sky Bet Championship

Match Category B

Albion v Birmingham City
Tuesday, 4th April | Kick-off 7.45pm
Sky Bet Championship

Match Category C

*correct at the time of print

XPRESS &

ON THE ROAD

"+ Barnsley v Albion
=4/ Saturday, 18th February | Kick-off 3.00pm
Sky Bet Championship | Oakwell

Prices: Adults £28, 65+ £20, U22 £20, U17 £10, U12 £5

WWW.EXPRESSANDGLOBAL.COM

01323 419111

Albion v Burto
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2017/18 SEASON TICKETS

KEY DATES

WEDMESDAY 15 MARCH - EPM
DEADLIMNE FOR RENEWAL/CANCELLATION
SEASOM TICKETS COME OFF SALE
Ronewal prices expire

MONDAY 20 MARCH - FAM
Moves window 1o or within Merth/Seuth Stand

TUESDAY 21 MARCH - FAM
Moves window 1o or within West Stand

WEDNESDAY 22 MARCH - FAM
Moves window o or within Easl Stand

MONDAY 2 APRIL
First Direct Detit for the 2017118 season taken

Those wishing ta move seats are advised
that availabitty is extremely limited.

MATCH TICKET PRICES

Zone  Adult 45+/U21s 18s U10s
A £32 £ £18 E10

& Family £32 E25 15 €5
gaﬂs £36 €26 €20 £10
e a

E £42 -

Zone Adult 65+/U21s U18s U10s
LA 60 €22 605 68
& Family €30 €22 €12 €5
& BIC £3% €% €8 €8
@ D B0 28 €20 €0

E 0 - - -

Zone Adult 65+/U21s U18s U1Ds

A €5 €M £10 €5
& Family €25 €20 €10 €5
& BIC €3 €2 €15 €8
© D 5 B8 €8 €0
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SUSSEX SKILLS SOLUTIONS

PROVIDING APPRENTICESHIPS & SKILLS TRAINING
WWW.SUSSEXSKILLSSOLUTIONS.CO.UK
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FOCUS ON...
GAETAN
BONG

We bring the spirit of
programmes past back to
2016/17 by finding out the
person behind the player,
continuing with the Albion
left back...

Full name: Gaetan Thomas Bong
Birthplace: Sakbayeme, Cameroon
Birthdate: 25th April 1988
Height: 6ft

Weight: 13st 2lbs

Previous clubs: Metz, Tours (loan),
Valenciennes, Olympiakos, Wigan

Professional debut: It was against Sochaux
for Metz in 2005/06

Most memorable game: Playing for
Cameroon against the Netherlands at the 2010
World Cup. We lost 2-1, but | played well!

Best ground played at: Parc des Princes

Team supported as a kid: | didn't support
anyone

Football hero growing up: Rivaldo
Favourite current player: David Alaba
Best friend in football: Rudy Gestede
Best dressed team-mate: Me!

Worst dressed team-mate: All of them!
They all need to make more of an effort!

Biggest joker at club: Dunky

Interests away from football: Spending
time with my family and chilling

Favourite food: An African dish with beef
and a bit of tomato sauce which is very spicy.
All'in moderation though!

Favourite TV programme: Game of Thrones
Favourite film: Gladiator
Favourite music artist: Michael Jackson

Person most admired outside of football:
My father, because he is the only guy who
can calm me down!

Perfect holiday destination: Tokyo, Japan.
It's a nice country and a nice city
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online discount
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American Express®

Pet and Travel Insurance.

Find out more at insurance.americanexpress.co.uk/theamex

Jlt?heealise We accept all major
potential” credit and debit cards.

Terms and Conditions apply. American Express Insurance Services Europe Limited, registered in England and Wales, company no.
05048826, 76 Buckingham Palace Road, London, SW1W 9AX, is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority,
registration no. 311684



Albion

Manager: Chris Hughton
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Chuba Akpom
Richie Towell
Sam Adekugbe

N
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Niki Maenpaa 1 O
Bruno 2 O
GaetanBong 3 O
Uwe Huenemeier 4 O
LewisDunk 5 O

Dale Stephens 6 O
Beram Kayal 7 O

Jiri Skalak 8 O

Sam Baldock 9 O
Tomer Hemed 10 O
Anthony Knockaert 11 O
Sebastien Pocognoli 12 O
David Stockdale 13 O
Steve Sidwell 14 O
Jamie Murphy 15 O
Casper Ankergren 16 O
Glenn Murray 17 O
Connor Goldson 18 O
Solly March 20 O
Oliver Norwood 21 O
Shane Duffy 22 O

Liam Rosenior 23 O
RohanlInce 24 O
Christian Walton 26 O
Fikayo Tomori 27 O

O

O
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Brewers
Manager: Nigel Clough

Jon Mclaughlin
Tom Flanagan
John Brayford
John Mousinho
Kyle McFadzean
Ben Turner

Lee Williamson
Chris O'Grady

9  Marvin Sordell
10 Lucas Akins

11 Lloyd Dyer

12 Cauley Woodrow
13 Stephen Bywater
14 Damien McCrory
15 Tom Naylor

16 Matt Palmer

18  Will Miller

19 Luke Varney

21 Ben Fox

22 Marcus Harness
23 Ryan Delaney
24 Lasse Vigen Christensen
25 Shaun Barker

26 Joe Sbarra

27 Harry Campbell
28 Michael Kightly
30 Luke Murphy

36 Jackson Irvine
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Next at the Amex

lpswich Town
Sky Bet Championship ® Tuesday 14th February © Kick-off 7.45pm

Match Officials
Referee: Stephen Martin
Assistant Referees: lan Cooper & Andrew Fox
Fourth Official: Carl Brook

Today's Match Sponsor

Turfcare

AMERICAN

EXPRESS
COMMUNITY
STADIUM
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