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The name Senrab FC may mean little 
to the wider footballing world, but on 
the playing fields of east London, their 
success remains the stuff of legend. “They 
were the best Sunday football side there 
has ever been,” recalled manager Paul 
Rolls. “We’ll never see another team 
like it.”

With a team featuring future 
internationals John Terry, Ledley King, 
Jlloyd Samuel, Paul Konchesky and, 
indeed, Bobby Zamora (and with a 
young Jermain Defoe and a certain Leon 
Knight watching on enviously from the 
sidelines), this Senrab side remained 
unbeaten during their seven years 
together.

The memories for those involved are 
etched deep; the huge crowds, so unlikely 
on the vast expanses of Wanstead Flats, 
the ribbons wrapped tight around 
another gleaming trophy, the beaming 
faces of youngsters destined for football’s 
biggest stage. They could and would have 
won far more and dominated for longer, 
only fame and fortune intervened...

Senrab FC was born in 1961 when a 
16-year-old called Jimmy Tindall took 
it upon himself to piece together the 
most powerful football team around, 

no matter what it took. The club’s name 
has long been a source of intrigue; 
being ‘Barnes’ backwards, there were 
suggestions that it derived from Barnes 
Street in Tower Hamlets, but the truth 
is far more straightforward – the club’s 
players trained at the Marion Richardson 
School in Senrab Street, Stepney.

Earlier graduates include Ray Wilkins, 
Alan Curbishley and current England 
coach Ray Lewington. Lee Bowyer, 
Muzzy Izzet and Sol Campbell also 
wore the red and black, among many, 
many other pros. By 1994/95, however, 
Senrab had reached its zenith; Rolls had 
constructed the finest side in the club’s 
history, built around his famous five 
youngsters. “We didn’t have the best 
reputation because we’d go and poach the 
best kids from other teams,” admitted 
Rolls unapologetically. “If we didn’t have 
a game, I’d go and watch the next best 
sides and speak to the parents of the boys 
I wanted – that’s how we got Bobby and 
John, who stood out a mile. They were 
the best players in Essex at the time.

“Bobby was playing for Lakeview and 
his mum was reluctant to let him join 
us because she was worried he wouldn’t 
play that often. She needn’t have worried 

because he became a tremendous 
goalscorer for us. He was only a small lad 
in those days, but so, so quick. In fact he 
was lethal, he had everything.”

Jlloyd Samuel and Ledley King had 
been the first of the five to sign up, 
and within two years, Konchesky and 
Bobby had joined, but the real jewel 
in the crown was still to sign. Admired 
throughout the league, John Terry was 
a robust central midfielder who was the 
Echo League’s best player. “Everybody 
wanted him and we’d tried for ages to 
sign him,” added Rolls. “But his dad 
was very protective and that put us off, 
so we were delighted when he finally 
joined us.”

Back then Terry’s attributes suggested a 
career spent plundering, not preventing, 
goals but he struggled to get near Bobby’s 
tally each season. “I enjoyed giving the 
strikers a run for their money back then,” 
he recalled. 

“‘Little Bobby Zee’ as he was known 
scored bucket-loads, so I struggled to get 
near him, but there were friendly rivalries 
throughout that team.”

The reign ended when the lure of fame 
and fortune became too strong to resist 
for the 14-year-old footballers. “We had 

Paul, Bobby and John at West Ham, 
Jlloyd at Charlton, Ledley at Orient, 
and when it got to academy age, they 
still wanted to carry on and play for me. 
But their parents made it clear that the 
professional clubs had to come first,” 
said Rolls of the side’s demise and rather 
than preside over the inevitable decline 
of standards, he also decided to bow out 
at the top. 

“After all we’d achieved, I didn’t want 
us putting out under-strength teams and 
getting hammered. It was very hard to let 

go, but I think it was best for everyone 
connected with the side.”

The Senrab story was far from over, 
however, and the production line was 
still turning. The following season, 
attention turned to the under-14s, a side 
featuring pint-sized predators Defoe and 
Knight. “Both lads stood out a mile, 
scoring two or three a game, but Leon 
was the main man in those days, he was 
the one everybody thought would go 
right to the top,” says Billy Boorman, 
their manager.

Once again, though, the academies 
came knocking, with Knight joining the 
youth ranks at Chelsea and Defoe opting 
for Charlton.

The club set up by Jimmy Tindall still 
exists to this day, operating 15 teams 
from five to 17s, yet only the most 
optimistic of parents expect the next 
generation of England footballers to 
emerge from the current set.

With thanks to FourFourTwo magazine 

School of 
eXcelleNce
Another ‘wow!’ signing came earlier this summer when goalscoring legend bobby zamora returned to the 
club. his Albion story is well documented, so we thought we’d go right back to the beginning, when he was 
turning out for a Sunday side that would spawn a number of Premier league stars...
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Bobby (pictured above - bottom 
row, second from the left) poses 
with his team-mates and celebrates 
yet another trophy win with the 
famous club and manager Paul 
Rolls (right).
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kuen-Wah cheung, editor of retro Albion blog the Goldstone Wrap, recalls Andy Ritchie’s 
rollercoaster ride with the Seagulls and Mark lawrenson’s arrival on the south coast
Until Albion signed winger Will Buckley 
from Watford in June 2011, Andy 
Ritchie was still the Seagulls’ record 
signing. An indication of the club’s 
financial health, it took over two decades 
of football to smash the £500,000 deal 
that took the striker from Manchester 
United to the Goldstone Ground in 
October 1980.

Ritchie made his name as a teenage 
prodigy, blasting two hat-tricks for 
United, against Leeds and Tottenham 
respectively, despite his limited chances 
at Old Trafford. When Dave Sexton 
let Andy join Brighton, many pundits 
wondered whether the United manager 
would live to regret his decision, 
especially as United were struggling up 
front.  

“When I first came down Alan 
[Mullery] assured me that I would be a 
Brighton player provided I wanted to 
sign. I was told that Newcastle were also 
interested in me but I said ‘no way’ until 
I’d made a decision with Brighton,” he 
explained at the time. “I don’t feel there’s 
pressure on me. The fans know they 
must give me time to settle and I’m sure 
they realise that Peter Ward and I are two 
different types of player.”

Even so, Albion fans never fully 
warmed to Ritchie, despite his 
consolation goal for the Seagulls against 
his former club in November 1980 in 
a heavy 4-1 home defeat. Footage of 
the match even shows Ritchie having a 
mild dust-up with former team-mate Joe 
Jordan as the Seagulls attacker celebrates 
his goal! When the two sides met in the 
return fixture at Old Trafford, Andy 

proved his quality again by scoring once 
more as Albion went down 2-1.

It is fair to say that Ritchie did not 
show his best form in 1980/81. After 
hitting five goals in ten games in all 
competitions from late November to 
mid-January, he went on a long, barren 
spell without scoring. While he did 
a good job in providing service for 
Michael Robinson, his own lack of goal 
touch meant that Mullery gave young 
Giles Stille a run in the side in February 
and March. However, Ritchie ended the 
season on a high with a confident volley 

on the last day against Leeds to seal 
Brighton’s place in the top flight.

Things all came good the following 
season under Mike Bailey. Andy was top 
scorer with 13 league goals, and scooped 
the Albion Player of the Season award. 
In Shoot Annual 1983, he enthused: “I 
believe the club is on the right lines and 
are ambitious enough to compete with 
the Liverpools of this world. I think we 
proved that point when we travelled to 
Anfield during the 1981/82 season and 
beat the famous Reds 1-0. Although 
Alan Hansen deflected my shot, I was 
credited with the goal and it was one of 
my highlights as a professional footballer. 
It was also the first time in the history of 
Brighton that we had won at Anfield.”

That was as good as it got for Ritchie. 
The following 1982/83 season yielded 
just five league goals, scuppering his 
England prospects. He moved to Leeds 
in a straight swap for Terry Connor in 
March 1983, but not before scoring 
Albion’s first goal in their famous FA 
Cup run that season, a 1-1 draw with 
Newcastle at the Goldstone.
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lAWRo ShootS!
Mark Lawrenson, as we have discovered, 
is another marquee Albion signing. The 
following article is taken from Shoot! 
magazine in 1977…

Brighton caused a bit of a stir in the 
close-season when they splashed out a club 
record £112,000 to buy unknown defender 
Mark Lawrenson from Preston. It was a 
bold move from a progressive club who 
are determined to make a big success of 
life now they have been promoted to the 
Second Division.

And manager Alan Mullery is the first to 
admit they had no intention of spending 
that sort of cash when they first decided to 
go into the market. Mullery – who capped 
his first season as a manager by steering 
Brighton to the Third Division top two – 
explains: “At first all we were going for was 
a standby for Graham Cross – someone to 
play in the reserves and come into the first 
team when necessary.

...continued
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  thegoldstonewrap.com           @goldstonerapper
Any articles or memorabilia photos to share at 
thegoldstonewrap can be e-mailed to seagulls@me.com

“But clubs were asking a ridiculous 
amount for this type of player. They 
were demanding £40,000 or £50,000 
– and there was no way we were 
going to pay that for reserves. So 
then we decided to change our tactics 
and go in and spend big on a player 
who could come straight into the first 
team. I called all the staff together 
to discuss names of likely prospects. 
And they all came up with the same 
one – Mark Lawrenson.

“My chairman, Mike Bamber, and 
my coaching staff had all seen the lad 
play and were all impressed. And I 
thought he was tremendous on the 
three occasions I had seen him last 
season – twice against us, once at 
Crystal Palace. With so many people 
raving about him, it was obvious 
he was the man we wanted – so we 
moved in and did the deal. I know 
a lot of people have not heard too 
much about him yet. But they all will 
– believe me, they will.

“He is only 20, is big and strong 
and will make his mark in a big way. 
He settled down as soon as he joined 
us for pre-season training and seemed 

to be enjoying life on the South 
Coast. The thought of spending that 
sort of money on an unknown does 
not frighten me. A football manager 
has got to be prepared to back his 
judgement and I’m sure Mark will 
turn out to be a huge success.”

Mullery’s only regret is the enforced 
change of deal brought Cross’s time 
at the Goldstone Ground to an end. 
Soon after Lawrenson arrived, Cross 
and full-back Harry Wilson moved to 
Preston as part of a deal that brought 
another defender, Gary Williams, to 
Brighton from Deepdale. 

“Graham had an absolutely 
tremendous 1976/77 season for 
us and I can’t speak too highly of 
him,” said Mullery. “When I started 
planning for the new term I reckoned 
on having him in the side for our 
step up into the Second Division. 
Then events overtook us as I have 
explained, and things worked out 
differently. 

“I wish him well at Preston and 
can assure their supporters they are 
getting one of the most honest lads in 
the game in Graham.”

Mark Lawrenson (left) and Graham Cross (below)

PRo Set cARDS
The Dallas-based company launched 
a highly successful series of 328 player 
cards for the English market in 1990/91. 

Yes, he once stood in between the sticks 
for the Albion but we’re not sure what full-
back Gary Chivers thought about being 
referred to as a goalkeeper!
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Full name: James Robert Case
Birthdate: May 18, 1954
Birthplace: Liverpool
Height: 5ft 9ins
Weight: 12st
Previous club: Liverpool
Married or single: Married
Wife’s name: Lana
Brothers and sisters: David, Linda and Frank
Car: Fiesta
Favourite players: Zico, Kevin Bond and Franz Beckenbauer
Favourite team (other than Brighton): Liverpool
Most memorable game: 1977 Rome, European Cup Final
Favourite ground: Anfield
Other sports interests: Watching boxing

Representative honours: 
Under-23 caps for England
Hobbies: Shooting, fishing 
and keeping good wine
Ambitions: To have a nice, 
happy family
Favourite food: Chinese
Favourite music: The Who, Genesis, Supertramp and The 
Beatles
Best TV programmes: Horizon, TV Eye, wildlife programmes
Persons admired most outside of football: Wife and family
Childhood heroes: Tommy Smith and Nobby Stiles
Perfect holiday: Israel
Biggest disappointment in life: Losing the 1977 FA Cup 
Final to Man. United

Jimmy Case

favourite tv or
film personality:

Oliver

Reed

Player profiles were all the rage in programmes throughout the 70s and 80s. our delve into the Albion archive 
continues with our marquee signing from Anfield, taken from December 1981, just a few months after he arrived...
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AlBion
manager: Chris Hughton

1 Niki maenpaa ............................
2 bRuno ........................................
3 Gordon gReeR ............................
4 Uwe huenemeieR .....................
5 Lewis Dunk ................................
6 Dale stephens ..........................
7 Beram kayal .............................
8 Andrew cRoFts ..........................
9 Sam balDock ............................
10 Tomer hemeD .............................
12 Gaetan bong ..............................
13 David stockDale ......................
14 Inigo calDeRon .........................
15 Jamie muRphy ...........................
16 Casper ankeRgRen ..................
17 Connor golDson .......................
19 Elvis manu ..................................
20 Solly maRch ...............................
22 Danny holla ..............................
23 Liam RosenioR ..........................
24 Rohan ince .................................
25 Bobby ZamoRa ...........................
30 Kazenga lualua ........................

lilyWhites
manager: Simon Grayson

1 Jordan pickFoRD .......................
2 Marnick veRmiJl .......................
3 Greg cunningham ....................
4 Patrick mccaRthy .....................
5 Tom claRke ...............................
6 Bailey WRiGhT ............................
7 Chris humphRey .......................
8 Neil kilkenny ...........................
9 Will keane ..................................
10 Jermaine beckFoRD .................
11 Daniel Johnson .........................
12 Paul gallagheR .......................
13 Eoin Doyle .................................
14 Joe gaRneR ................................
15 Calum WOOdS ............................
16 Alan BROWne .............................
18 Andrew little............................
19 John WelSh ...............................
22 Josh BROWnhill .......................
23 Paul huntington .....................
24 Stevie may ...................................
25 Jordan hugill ............................
26 Steven James .............................
29 Josh heaton ..............................
32 Adam Reach ..............................
43 Chris kiRklanD .........................

next At the Amex
milton keynes dons
Sky Bet Championship
Saturday 7th November
Kick-off 3.00pm

mAtCh oFFiCiAls
Referee: Andy Davies
Assistant: Ian Fissenden 
Assistant: William Bull 
Fourth Official: Tim Robinson

stAnding in seAted AreAs
Persistent standing in seated areas is in breach 
of the Ground Regulations which are required 
under the Safety Certificate that allows the club to 
operate the Amex Stadium.
Ground Regulation 10 states:

Nobody may stand in any seating area while 
play is in progress.

Persistent standing in seated areas while 
play is in progress is strictly forbidden and 
may result in ejection from the ground. Ground 
Regulations, including Regulation 10 are posted 
by each turnstile and ticket holders have made an 

undertaking to observe this and all other ground 
regulations when purchasing their tickets.

The reasons for the outlawing of standing in 
seated areas are clear:
•	 It	is	not	safe	and	can	lead	to	a	‘domino’	effect	

as seat backs provide insufficient support to 
prevent fans toppling forward.

•	 It	interferes	with	the	enjoyment	of	other	fans	
who may want to sit down during the game.

•	 The	club	recognises	that	supporters	may	stand	
at exciting times of the match but that at all 
other times, supporters should sit.
Ground Regulations are in place 
to	ensure	everyone’s	safety.

please observe the ground regulations and comply with stewards’ requests. We all have a duty to keep the Amex stadium operating within current legal requirements.

matcH spoNsors


